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2012 Renewable Energy Incentive Program (REIP)

Wind and Biopower Feasibility Study Application Checklist


Welcome to New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program (NJCEP) sponsored by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities.  The Renewable Energy Incentive Program (REIP) includes a Wind and Biopower Feasibility Study Incentive designed to promote development of customer-sited wind energy and sustainable biopower projects by offering an incentive during the feasibility phase of the project. A feasibility study is a compilation of analytical tools and assessments that assist in determining the viability of a project. The incentive will provide financial support for sound engineering, financial, and legal analysis of projects to help improve the likelihood of the systems being built. It will also provide an opportunity for companies interested in pursuing projects with wind and biopower technologies to evaluate the feasibility of the projects without incurring all of the financial burden. The study shall entail a comprehensive analysis that provides the necessary information to determine if a development project is technically, economically, and legally viable to allow the customer to make an informed “Go” or “No-Go” decision. 

The Feasibility Study Incentive is available to all New Jersey non-residential market segments that contribute to the Societal Benefit Charge (SBC) through the utility bill. Only behind the meter / net metered projects are eligible. The system(s) proposed must satisfy the current technical and program requirements as defined by the existing REIP program for wind or biopower equipment. The anticipated system size must be greater than or equal to 100 kW as justified through current 12 months’ historical energy consumption. All feasibility studies must be stamped by a licensed professional engineer. For wind systems, studies are also acceptable if performed by a certified wind site assessor accredited by a certifying authority such as the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners (NABCEP) or the Midwest Renewable Energy Association (MREA). The size of the incentive awards will be determined by the expected size of the project (see chart below).
2012 Feasibility Study Incentive Structure
	Expected Project Size
	Incentive Award Range

	100,000 – 500,000 watts
	50% of the cost of the feasibility study or $25,000, whichever is less.


	501,000 – 1,000,000 watts

	50% of the cost of the feasibility study or $50,000, whichever is less.



The NJCEP will pay up to 50% of the cost of the feasibility study not to exceed $50,000. The incentive payment will be paid in two equal installments. The first incentive payment will occur after completion of the feasibility study, and the second incentive payment will occur only if the wind or biopower project that was studied is built. This portion of the incentive will be paid after the installation is complete. 

Once you submit a complete Feasibility Study Incentive application, you will receive an approval letter within three weeks of receipt.

For assistance on the application process please contact Joananne Bachmann at 732-218-4430 or Jbachmann@veic.rg. 
Listed below is the documentation required when submitting a Feasibility Study Application packet. 
· Completed REIP Application with all appropriate signatures and SSN / EIN
· Applicant Prequalification: All applications must demonstrate that the customer has been pre-qualified and informed about the steps that are involved in developing a wind energy or sustainable biopower project. Prequalification may include: 

· A statement of the applicant’s goals for the project 

· Standard financial underwriting requirements such as a credit check, borrowing capacity, budgeting and cash flow analysis. 

· Annual energy usage and how this matches up with the typical turbine or biopower generator’s energy output. 

· Expectations on the customer’s involvement in permitting, installation and maintenance. 
· For biopower systems, the anticipated sustainable fuel source or feedstock 

· Site Prequalification: All applications must demonstrate that the site has been pre-qualified by identifying basic information about this site including: 
· The property’s size and distances to abutters
· The site’s orientation
· The utility territory 
· For wind systems, the average annual wind speed (Per REIP wind program requirements, sites must demonstrate a wind resource that is at least 11 MPH annual average at 50 meters according to existing wind resource maps) 
· For biopower systems, indicate roadway or rail access for feedstock delivery and demonstrate whether traffic impact studies may be required; indicate whether the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Air Quality Permitting Program testing and/or permitting may be required and included in the study. 
· Known zoning requirements 

· Letter of Commitment: This letter should be signed by both the applicant and the prime contractor who will be completing the feasibility study, and include the following: 

· The price of the study 

· An outline of the deliverables included in the price. This will need to match the Feasibility Study Outline document published on the feasibility study pages on www.njcleanenergy.com 
· A timetable that shows the feasibility study will be completed within six months 
· Team Qualifications: Each application must include the qualifications of the development and feasibility study team.[image: image1.png]



Mail or hand deliver application to:    

              Renewable Energy Incentive Program
(Faxes or e-mail are not accepted)
                                        
    New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program


                                                                                      c/o Conservation Services Group


                                                                                  75 Lincoln Highway, Suite 100


                                                             Iselin, NJ 08830
Revised Jan 2012
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