
BOROUGH OF WEST CAPE MAY

COUNTY OF CAPE MAY
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 421-09

ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS
AND SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS

WHEREAS, it is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the safe, effective and
efficient use of small wind energy systems and solar energy systems to reduce the on­
site consumption of utility-supplied electricity; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of West Cape May finds that:

1. Wind and solar energy are abundant, renewable, and nonpolluting energy
resources;

2. Converting wind and solar energy to electricity will reduce our
dependence on nonrenewable energy resources, and decrease the air
and water pollution that results from the use of conventional energy
sources;

3. Distributed small wind and solar energy systems will also enhance the
reliability and power quality of the power grid, reduce peak power
demands, and help diversify the State's energy supply portfolio; and

4. Small wind and solar energy systems make the electricity supply market
more competitive by promoting customer choice.

WHEREAS, New Jersey's Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) require each
supplier! provider, as defined at NJAC 14:8-1.2, that sells electricity to retail customers in
New Jersey to provide a percentage of their retail electricity sales from renewable
energy sources, beginning at 3.5 percent in 2004 and increasing to 22.5 percent by
2021; and

WHEREAS, existing local zoning regulations do not address wind or solar power,
which while not intended to discourage the installation of small wind turbines or solar
panels, can substantially increase the time and costs required to obtain necessary local
land-use permits; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May find
that it is necessary to standardize and streamline the requirements for small wind and
solar energy systems so that this clean, renewable energy resource can be utilized in a
cost-effective and timely manner in our municipality.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the
Borough of West Cape May that:

Section 1. Title

This ordinance may be referred to as the Small Wind Energy System and Solar Energy
System Ordinance.
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